ESSAYS ON THE GITA

rather enduring truths of spiritual experience, verifi-
able facts of our highest psychological possibilities
which no attempt to read deeply the mystery of exist-
ence can afford to neglect. Whatever the system may
be, it is not, as the commentators strive to make it,
framed or intended to support any exclusive school of
philosophical thought or to put forward predominantly
the claims of any one form of Yoga. The language of
the Gita, the structure of thought, the combination
and balancing of ideas belong neither to the temper of
a sectarian teacher nor to the spirit of a rigorous
analytical dialectics cutting off one angle of the truth
to exclude all the others; but rather there is a wide,
undulating, encircling movement of ideas which is the
manifestation of a vast synthetic mind and a rich
synthetic experience.  This is one of those great
syntheses in which Indian spirituality has been as rich
as in its creation of the more intensive, exclusive move-
ments of knowledge and religious realisation that
follow out with an absolute concentration one clue,
one path to its extreme issues.  It does not cleave
asunder, but reconciles and unifies.

The thought of the Gita is not pure Monism
although it sees in one unchanging, pure, eternal Self
the foundation of all cosmic existence, nor Mayavada
although it speaks of the Maya of the three modes of
Prakriti omnipresent in the created world; nor is it
qualified Monism although it places in the One his
eternal supreme Prakriti manifested in the form of the
Jiva and lays most stress on dwelling in God rather
than dissolution as the supreme state of spiritual con-
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